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GREAT LAKES RADIO 


A 1951 photo of Robert C. Wilson 2660-M, AL7KK (on the left—others not identified) on SS North American/WTBA. The 
equipment was the same on both SS N. A. and SS South American. That is a RCA CW/MCW transmitter (MCW modulation 
supplied by an AC generator under the table), and MHF AM from a RCA transmitter on the right. A small photo on the 500 KHz 
TX shows an ARC-5 receiver that he was using for 75 meters at home. In the background is a PA system to talk to the passen- 
gers and a Zenith receiver to get the "news". Commander McDonnald (pres. of Zenith) was often on board and would leave his 
daughter up in the radio shack for us to "entertain". As far as he knows the radio equipment did not change much until the time 
the ships were taken out of service. He did get VHF and temporary SSB (from Collins). By 1960 he did all the calls (almost) on 


VHF. 
(photo courtesy of Rob, AL7KK) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 
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PRESIDENT’S 


MESSAGE 
Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-v, N6SL 
e-mail: N6SL@bellsouth. net 


2002 was a very rough year for 
our Society due to loss of our 
treasurer and several members. 


In 2003 we hope to initiate an 
email version of the WWB in 
ADOBE Acrobat which will 
help meet publication schedules 
even if delays occur through the 
regular mail. We will continue to 
publish "the old fashioned way" 
to accommodate those who pre- 
fer the U S Postal Service over 
the electronic internet. We will 
send ballots to all paid up mem- 
bers for your vote for officers 
and two proposed changes to our 
Constitution and Bylaws. The 
propositions, if approved, will 
open membership to experienced 
amateur radio operators and 
those who have held commercial 
radio telegraph licenses but have 
not earned their living pounding 


brass. It is hoped this will foster 
growth in numbers, and to obtain 
interesting articles on the "early 
days" of amateur radio as well as 
commercial radio telegraph. 
Your help is needed to keep our 
organization vital, particularly as 
regards volunteers for office and 
writing your memories of ser- 
vice as wireless pioneers. 


Participation in our CW nets and 
The Roundup has been healthy. 
Everyone is invited to try our 
nets. Current bulletins, new- 
member lists, and silent key no- 
tices are usually transmitted at 
net openings. Our SOWP web 
page is your most current source 
of net information, and Dave Ri- 
ley has done an excellent job in 
keeping the web information up- 
dated. 


By keeping active we can make 
the SOWP a much stronger and 
growing organization in 2003. 


NOTICE — IS THIS YOU? 


Someone paid dues 


with a  TravelersExpress 


MoneyGram 


(International Money Order). There is no indication thereon as to 
whom this $15.00 payment should be credited, and the incoming en- 
velope has been lost or discarded. Dated 08/02/02. 


Signature not readable, address line blank. If you sent this Money- 
Gram please advise the secretary so dues credit update can be made. 


EXECUTIVE SECRE- 
TARY’S COLUMN 


From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 


The June 2002 issue of The Bea- 
con suffered an untimely inci- 
dent on its way to you. Your 
street address was not included 
on the label. Third class mail 
with any error in its address gets 
returned to the sender along with 
a charge of sixty cents. Then 
when re-addressed with a new 
label we affix a 60-cent stamp 
and send it again. Even that 
doesn't get it to its destination in 
all cases. So if you have not re- 
ceived the June 2002 Beacon, 
please let us know. We regret 
the delay and your discomfiture. 


We close the Year 2002 "in the 
black," but just barely. Our attri- 
tion rate can be estimated by 
noting the number of SK notices 
we have posted, plus a number 
of returned Beacons not ac- 
counted for as yet. It is evident 
that we cannot long continue 
without a significant increase in 
new members. It is also evident 
that the number of "old timers" 
who might be considered possi- 
ble new members is near zero 
among the population. We are 
therefore preparing to send a bal- 
lot blank for your consideration, 
in what we see and have con- 
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firmed as viable by a limited test 
mailing, is the best way to in- 
crease our numbers. We are also 
preparing to increase our World 
Wide Web presence. 


We have not forgotten nor aban- 
doned the "Big Register," but 
must continue to postpone its 
production pending available 
staff effort to apply to it. And 
so, on to the work of 2003. 
There is no substitute for "Do it 
Now!" If you have any thought 
that your early experiences 
should be recorded for posterity, 
it is usually much easier to tell 
an individual what and how it 
happened than to do an article, 
so write to the editor or secre- 
tary. In case you have forgotten 
or were never informed, all let- 
ters, pix, station cards and publi- 
cations, along with a few se- 
lected artifacts, will reside in 
The Society of Wireless Pio- 
neers Inc., Special Collections 
Section of the California State 
Library, Sacramento for centu- 
ries to come. Therefore, even 
though your contribution to the 
lore of early wireless is over- 
looked for publication in the 
Beacon or other print publica- 
tion, it will eventually become 
part of the long-term assets of 
the State Library. 


Rte 


NEW MEMBER MORSE 


EXPERIENCE 
By Tom Baker 
SOWP 5683-M, N2UI 


I was a code interceptor for the 
US Army Security Agency 
1969-1971 and never operated a 
key. I never learned to send code 
but was a pretty fast copy though 
not nearly as good as some guys 
I served with. We did use lots of 


~ secure comm links that were 


coded but sure not (in) Morse. 
Critical/important messages that 
were intercepted had to go (to) 
National Security Agency by 
data followed by courier. Did 
some direction finding with Na- 
val Security Group but (that) 
was really just a lark with me. I 
was in central America and 
southeast Asia and when (J) got 
out of Army. Got (my) ham li- 
cense but really was not (all that) 
interested (at the time). So after 
30 years of no code (became ac- 
tive with) this ticket last year 
and have sure enjoyed Morse. 
Man, I didn't know sending good 
fast code would be so hard but 
think I'm gaining on it. I copied 
mostly Russian and Chinese 
ops --they were vy fast and vy 
tricky since they knew we were 
copying them. I work lots Rus- 
sians now and like it since eve- 
rything is in plain text and not 
cipher groups. We used R390s 
mostly and a great Navy perfo- 
rated tape typewriter. Make a 
long story short my Morse ex- 
perience wasn't (all that) much 
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but I'm trying to make up for it 
with good code (and fast). Any- 
how a guy named Ken in CA 
said I should apply to u guys. I 
am FIST member but don't like 
chasing numbers so not vy active 
and most are too slow. So any- 
how (my background) isn’t 
much so what ever class you'll 
put me in is just dandy. 


WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


TORRES, Bryan F. 5685-TA 
Bryan/..... KB2UZY, 87 Allen 
Park Road, Springfield, MA 
01118 


SHANNON, John H. 5686-TA 
John/..... K3WWP, 724 548- 
1662, 478 E. High Street, Kittan- 
ning, PA 16201-1304, john- 
shan@alltel.net 


SHANNON, James V. 5687-V 
James/....., 248 370-0351, 1717 
Snowden Circle, Rochester 
Hills, MI 48306-3662, SS Ft 
Jupitr 1945 


(continued next page) 
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WELCOME - NEW MEM- 
BERS—From Page 3 


FOREMAN, George R. 5688-P 
Geo/Jessie WORFN ex-W9QFQ, 
719-550-0428, 4565 Anjelina 
Circle North, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80916, Nat’] Guard 1938 


Re-up “lost member” Re- 
turned 


ARMSTRONG, Grant C. 2934- 
M Grant/Ellen N7AS, 360270- 
6987, 895 33" Avenue, Long- 
view, WA 98632, n7as@arrl.net 
www.gqsl.net/n7as, USCGC 
NLUR 1964 


GLOBE WIRELESS® 
ROLLS OUT NEW IN- 
TERACTIVE WEB SITE 


Foster City, California, USA 
2002): Today, 
Globe Wireless, the leading pro- 


(February 11, 


vider of communications solu- 
tions to the maritime industry, 
announced that it has launched 
its new updated interactive web 
site to better serve its customers. 


The new site is located at http:// 
www.globewireless.com/. 


The site is designed to serve 
those with an interest in finding 
out more about the Company, 
current 


including customers, 


prospective customers, crew- 
members, the press, job seekers 
and the investment community. 
The interactive design of the site 
allows email accounts to be 
opened, and shore to ship emails 
to be sent. The site is function- 
ally organized, covering the en- 
tire range of Globe Wireless's 
products and services, including 
the proprietary Maritime Data 
Network. 


“The new site reflects the total 
solution that Globe Wireless 
provides to the maritime indus- 
try,’ 
less' 


? 


according to Globe Wire- 
Frank Coles. 


“The site 1s concise, easy to 


President, 


navigate, and informs the reader 
about what Globe Wireless has 
to offer.” 


Globe Wireless is 100% dedi- 
cated to the maritime industry. 
The company offers complete 
communications solutions by 
combining service and technol- 
ogy to simplify maritime com- 
munications. Advanced satellite 
and digital radio technology is 
used to transmit messages and 
data files to and from vessels 


anywhere in the world. 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 

THE WIRELESS 

REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 
marked into your personal copy. 


page 11 — change address, 
DANE, Paul N. 2195-V to 1395 


Creekside Dr. #261, Walnut 
Creek, CA 94596 
page 12 - change address, 


FARNSWORTH, Douglas B. 
4853-V to 17014 96" Ave., Sun 
City, AZ 85373 


page 15 — change address, 
HANNERS, Capt W. F. 1332-V 
to 3141 North McMullen Booth 
Rd., Apt 120, Clearwater, FL 
33761-2008 


page 26 - change address, 
QUINLAN, Lawrence A. 1388- 
V to 162 7” Ave. East, Estell 
Manor, NJ 08319. 


page 27 -— change address, 
ROHM, Raymond F. 3649-M to 
2305 N. Lincoln Ave., Daven- 
port, IA 52804-2451 


page 30 — change address, STE- 
VENSON, Mr. & Mrs. P. 2677- 
Py to 41230) Setlers Lane sees 
Crosse, WI 54601 


(continued next page) 
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TO THE WIRELESS REGIS- 
TER - 1998—From Page 4 


page 50 — add e-mail address, 
Lane, Robert W. 3135-V WOPIV 
rlane@socket.net 


TO ALL MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE E-MAIL 
ADDRESSES 


Please send brief note via e-mail 
to the below e-address, stating 
your SOWP Senal Number, 
Name, and E-address. E-mail 
addresses change much more of- 
ten than USPS, and HQ would 
like to update the files (AKA 
"database.".) 

--73 

Wied ist, DperCel: Cate artay; > 
K6DZY @direcway.com 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear Waldo: 


Thanks for being so prompt in 
answering my E-mail. I see by 
your prose that you have done 
some professional writing during 
your 83 years on this side of the 
fence. 


I’m not too far behind you and 
would like to hang around a few 
more years, but as you say we 
have nothing to say about that. I 
keep telling myself that one of 


Ll 


these days I'll find time to wnte 
my memoirs of my last voyage, 
life aboard the M/V Anastassis, 
a ship of Mercy. 


As the scythe of time passes few 
of us that pounded brass in what 
we recorded as the good old 
days are over. JI, not too long 
ago was sent to a Doc for a 
medical problem and he said that 
my brains were deteriorating. I 
said I didn’t buy that for I didn’t 
have any to start with. 


Henry G. Dale 
4557-V, N3BNC 


(Response to above) 
Henry: 


Yes, writing and editing has sup- 
ported self and family, but not in 
luxury. Mostly technical prose. 
My latest editing contract result 
can be seen on Amazon.com 
“Wireless Security by R. Nich- 
ols, PhD., published in January. 


Please do write those memoirs. 
That ship sounds like great radio 
officer duty! 


Don’t try to fool your Doc - he 
may believe you! 


a3 
Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 
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Waldo: 


Just to throw in some remarks 
that probably won’t change 
things. 


I ’m a 96 year old kid that can 
still handle the Speedoplex bug 
on the ham band. SOWP net 
each Tuesday at 8 p.m. on 3554. 
For a change Mondays is SK 
night, and what sound, HI. 


I don’t think we should just fold 
up and go home. Encourage 
some new blood into the organi- 
zation. I know the “Vireless 
Oooperator” age is gone (That is 
the Swede language when I was 
on one of the small ships bring- 
ing lumber from Puget Sound to 
San Pedro in 25/27). 


All this new mode of communi- 
cation is beyond me. I’ll stick to 
fone calls and postal svc. 


Yes I have seen plenty changes 
since I sailed, no lightships, no 
buoys, no coastal passenger 
ships, no nothing. Everything is 
changed. 


There I have said my say. Keep 
SOWP going as long as possible. 


73 and stay off the ladder 
Harold W. “Burley” Johnston 
1065-SGP, W7PN 


(Response to above) 


(continued next page) 
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Hi Harold: 


Thanks for your vote, Keep that 
Speedoplex well oiled! I used 
the ladder for fireplace kindling. 


13 
Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 


Dear Friends: 


I believe the SOWP should be 
kept going despite the gradual 
disappearance of the original 
pioneers. New pioneers will ar- 
rive as the communications field 
branches and expands, and after 
all even a satellite technician is a 
modern pioneer in his field. 


All good wishes 
L.D. Kelsey 
5141-V, NP4RH 


Dear Waldo: 


I lost a hand in a riding mower 
accident last summer and am 
still getting use to my “hook.” 


Enjoy the stories in WWB as I 
was a Navy operator. 


Robert W. Lane 
3135-V, WOPIV 


Dear Waldo: 


Received The World Wireless 
Beacon recently and enjoyed 
reading it. Please publish the 
following announcement in the 
next issue if possible: 


The Northern Contingency 
of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at 5:30 
P.M. California time on 
3947.55 KHz (75 meters 
SSB). Net control usually 
is Sherril WB6WHK in 
Oakdale, CA. SOWP 
members and visitors are 
invited to check in. 


713 
Paul Wolf 


_ 3041-M, W6RLP 


Dear Mr. Boyd, 


I am currently a member of 
SOWP, albeit in the "inactive" 
category. I wish to remedy this 
immediately. 


To accomplish this, I am enclos- 
ing a check, and also copies of 
my Life Member Certificate 
(First Station USN Argentia, 
Newfoundland, call NWP, and 
the USS America (CV-66) Call 
Sign NMIB). 


If you would like a copy of my 
Speed Key Certificate (CLF-23) 
issued in 1968, I will be more 
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than happy to provide that for 
your records. If you would need 
any further bio on me, I will be 
happy to provide that as well, as 
soon as I can get a reasonable 
picture of myself for your re- 
cords-hi. 


As to my current status, I am re- 
tired disabled after 8 spinal sur- 
geries to correct herniated disks, 
and had both shoulders 'scoped 
to unfreeze them (Talk about a 
glass arm, I had just about the 
mother of all glass arms). 


I hope that this is all that is nec- 
essary to restore me to full active 
status, if not, feel free to contact 
me. 


73 es tnx de 
Greg Moore 
WA3IVX 
(response to above) 


Dear OM Greg 


Your letter of the 27th July 
really got my attention. Eight 
spinal surgeries! There's an old 
Arab saying that reminds us, "I 
cried because I had no shoes un- 
til I met a man who had no feet." 
I have osteoarthritis of lower 
spine and left hip, with one small 
hernia on the lower disk. Both 
items, doc says, inoperable due 
to lack of bone density. It's the 
wheel-chair for me, sooner or 
later. In the meantime, thanks to 
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you I'll cease crying over my 
slight pain and minor limp. 


Yes, do send a copy of your 
Speed-Key certificate and your 
pix. We need everything we can 
get to do the best possible ar- 
chive of us old brass pounders, 
for posterity. We have an envi- 
able archival site for our Soci- 
ety - the California State Li- 
brary, Sacramento. It takes an 
act of the Legislature to get that 
these days, so we thank dear old 
Bill Breniman posthumously for 
having fought the good fight 
back in the 1960's. 


I'll send a bnef e-mail note on 
ahead of this letter, but since you 
went to the trouble and expense 
of helping Uncle Sam keep the 
Post Office flying, the least I can 
do is reply the same way. I'll 
send your's and my letter on to 
our editor, Earl Wilson, if you 
don't mind. He might want to run 
them back to back in the next 
Beacon. 


Glad to have you back! And 
hang in there! 


a 
Waldo Boyd 
2958-P, KODZW 


Hi Waldo, 


Received my copy of the Beacon 
this morming and I did not put it 
down until I had read it through. 
My subscription is up this com- 
ing December so please find en- 
closed payment for three years. 


I would like to seé some of the 
Flying radio operators contnbute 
more stories to the Beacon. I 
know there must be plenty of ex- 
perience out there. 


I was a radio operator aboard 
one Navy patrol bomber sta- 
tioned in North Africa in ( I 
think my memory serves me cor- 
rectly) 1950. Our job was map- 
ping the defensive radar of a cer- 
tain country. We had just landed 
in Malta after a long and tiring 
flight, and refueled for the next 
moming’s flight back to our 
home base. This was on a Satur- 
day before Easter Sunday. The 
officers were eager to get back 
to our base to spend Easter with 
their families, so they decided to 
continue our flight. 


We took off from Malta about 
first dark. Communications were 
good and my out reports to con- 
trol and ConSix Fleet (VABQ) 
and base (NHY) were unevent- 
ful. I got clearance to enter Alge- 
ria control, set back, and tuned 
Radio Moscow on another re- 
ceiver for some music. I looked 
out my small window. My table 
lamp partially illuminated the 
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nacelle of the number two en- 
gine. It appeared to be bnght 
and shiny... not a likely appear- 
ance. I got my flashlight cupping 
one hand against the window. I 
shined the light on the nacelle. 
The shiny appearance was oil 
and it was pouring out. I grabbed 
my mike and told the pilot that 
number two engine was pouring 
oil. He replied "Get on that ra- 
dio!" I looked at the navigator 
and said "Algiers?" He nodded 
approval. I called FNA-5 and 
told him we had an engine out 
and were QRD FNA-5 for land- 
ing. 


To shorten a long story; we arrived 
safely on three engines after the 
first approach was aborted due to 
coming in too high. The field was 
fully lighted, ambulances and fire 
trucks were waiting, and our second 
attempt to land went smoothly. 
One French officer told our pilot 
that the field closes at 8 P.M. local 
time, and we were lucky to have 
notified control of our action. Oh, 
while on the ground I was able to 
send an in report to NHY on 11.319 
MHz. 


A R4D, better known as a C-47, 


picked us up the next morning, so 
the officers got to spent most of 
Easter Sunday with their families. 
It was later found that the engine 
had blown a jug. 


God bless and 73, 
Wyatt "Pete" Propst 
5055-V, K4PTU 


(continued next page) 


The World Wireless Beacon 


MEMBER CORRESPON- 
DENCE—From Page 7 


Editor: 


I have been keeping in touch 
with Hutch, the 2nd Mate, who 
lived near Poughkeepsie, New 
York. He was 2nd Mate on the 
passenger ship SANTA CLARA 
and when the war started the 
CLARA was taken over by the 
U, S. Navy and renamed the 
USS SUSAN B. ANTHONY, a 
troop ship. Hutch even had his 
old room to himself. 


On D-DAY invasion the 
"CLARA" hit a mine and sank. 
In those days RADAR was new 
to ships, and the Army put a 
trained Radar Operator on board. 
He asked Hutch if they were go- 
ing to sink. The answer was 
YES, so the tech took sledge 
hammer and smashed the radar, 
and spare parts to bits and threw 
them overboard, so they would 
not fall into enemy hands. 


The crew had a pool of money, 
betting if they would make the 
invasion safely. When the ship 
sank Hutch was floating in the 
English Channel with the money 
in his pocket for safekeeping. 


The two sister ships of the 
SANTA CLARA, the SANTA 
ELENA and the SANTA LU- 
CIA were also requisitioned by 
the U S Navy, and used as troop- 
ships. They were both hit by tor- 


E' Qe 


pedo bombers, and sank off the 
North Africa coast. The 
SANTA RITA was torpedoed 
and the Captain was taken 
aboard the U-BOAT to a prison 
camp in Germany. They were 
not successful in getting any in- 
formation from him. 


I tried calling Hutch on the fone, 
the operator said that line was 
disconnected. 

I sailed with Hutch on the 
SANTA INES for 5 years. 


73 
Walter Prang 
2656-M, KZSWP 


Hi Folks: 


I enjoyed especially the story 
“Coal Dust.” I rode on Liberty 
ships carrying coal and sulphur 
and don’t remember any dust 
once the hatches were closed. 
Earl Korf — K2IC — is my local 
buddy. 


73 
Walter Prang 
2656-M, KZ5WP 


Dear SOWP Secretary: 


Am enclosing the Board member 
questionnaire and, as you can 
see, have not been very helpful. 
This is due to the fact for health 
reasons I had to move in 1994 
and my new QTH does not per- 
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mit me to erect antennas - quite a 
change from the 12 or 13 I had 
when living on Bodmin Moor. 
Have been off the air for the last 
eight years so am out of touch 
with most things in the radio 
world except the news received 
via SOWP's newsletter. In fact, 
because of this I feel it is only 
correct I should resign as a board 
member. (Please don't! -- 
Waldo) 


But I wish to give you my reason 
for allowing Radio Amateurs to 
be admitted as full members of 
the Society. We are dedicated to 
keeping C.W. alive. As our pro- 
fessional membership is decreas- 
ing due to natural causes it is up 
to the rest of us to continue to 
ensure future generations will 
have this means of communica- 
tion available. My main concern 
is that, God forbid, should the 
future hold a world-wide con- 
ventional war then the first act of 
the opposing forces will be to 
knock out their opponents' Com- 
munication Satellites. End of 
communications! 


In my opinion most Amateurs 
are dedicated to CW and - even 
though they possibly do a great 
deal of communicating on the 
Internet as well there are still the 
die-hards out there who think 
CW is THE means of operating, 
and are keen to keep it going. 
Many are very experienced in 
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making their own equipment, in- 
venting new antennas etc. Like 
old soldiers, they will never die. 
I know the Royal Navy is con- 
cerned and is keeping it as some- 
thing to fall back on from what 
has happened over the years at 
our local relay station. Though 
have to admit the station has re- 
cently been closed due to the 
great advance of technology, but 
this is due to the expense of up- 
dating all relay stations so inevi- 
tably the lack of cash has closed 
several. The real cause of re- 
moving 'Sparks' from _ radio 
rooms and relying on satellite 
transmissions is entirely due to 
cutting costs and increasing 
profits. One day there will be a 
public outcry when a large cruise 
ship weathering a gale has its 
satellite mast cnppled by the ele- 
ments and then has a collision 
causing it to sink with great loss 
of life. 


Three years ago I travelled to 
Ireland by ship. Although in my 
seventies I was giddy enough to 
ask for permission to visit the 
bridge - my reason being as an 
ex-Wren and a radio operator, I 
was interested in present day 
means of communication. My 
step-son and step-grandchildren 
laughed, thinking I would never 
get permission. Outside the har- 
bour there was a force nine gale 
blowing and my stepson insisted 


mete 


'Grandma' stay with the family. 
Not on your life - I had no wish 
to hold paper bags for seasick 
travelers - I spent the trip on the 
bridge where there was one 'very 
young’ officer working alone. 
While he explained the new 
technology the ship, on auto- 
matic pilot, we were heading 
straight into the gale. The waves 
were so high it was impossible 
to see many yards in front of the 
bow and, more often than not the 
foredeck and bridge were over- 
flowing with water. It was as 
though we were traveling 
through a liquid cave. After the 
young officer had explained how 
easy it was now to have voice 
communication via the satellite I 
asked what he would do if the 
antenna were snapped. He 
shrugged and said "Pray". I was 
already praying - hi. 


Being hard of hearing I could 
not understand the information 
being broadcast by voice - but 
had the messages been in Morse 
I certainly would have. There is 
no way I would take a long jour- 
ney by sea until "Sparks" are 
once again in charge of the radio 
room. 


Why not Amateurs as members? 
I think of Amateurs as unpaid 
Professionals. 


Thanks for reading this. Best 
wishes for continuation of 
SOWP. Am looking forward to 
being able to connect with www. 
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Sincerely, 
Alice Mitchell 
4742-V, GOEEJ 


Dear Waldo: 


After reading the comments on 
survival of the SOWP, I believe 
the last strong hold for CW will 
be in the ham bands. Like the 
old sailing vessels for commer- 
cial use have disappeared, there 
still is much interest in small 
recreational sail boats and. 
maybe CW will hang on in this 
fashion. 


Best wishes Waldo and keep up 
the good work. 


Gordon Read 
5143-P, W4YIH 


Editor: 


I was a sparks on Great Lakes 
Fall of 1932. Had % KW 
Quenched Gap Xmtr on SS Che- 
mens A. Riess, office in Sheboy- 
gan. Completed a course at 
Dodge institute, Valparaiso, IN. 
Those were the days — depres- 
sion. Well, in the morning the 
group of Lake Boats exchanged 
our position reports and the chief 
operator in Sheboygan would 
listen. I always wondered about 
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that, now I surmise, he could not 
transmit as a power limitation 
had been put on spark. So per- 
haps we were the last to operate 
spark. 


I do know myself and a fellow 
from Eagle Grove, Iowa were 
the only ones to get a job 
through the school. L was then 
living in central New York 
state.. 


I have always wondered if any 
of the old Reiss SS Co. of She- 
boygan’s are still around. 
Maybe we were the very last to 
operate spark in the U.S.A. Sure 
would like to hear from any of 
them. 


My best to you 
Larry Bnggs 
0481-P, W3MSN 


Dear Waldo: 


I can never thank you enough for 
all the work you do there. It 
makes me tired to even think 
about it. I can’t wait until the 
next issue of The World Wire- 
less Beacon gets here. I sit 
down and read it from cover to 
cover immediately. Each issue 
brings back the good old days of 
winding our coils on oat meal 
boxes. My mother had instruc- 
tions to never throw away any 


oat meal boxes. I received the 
radio bug back in 1923 and 
never got over it. I’ve had my 
ham ticket for 75 years and my 
commercial ticket since 1934. I 
was 93 this last July and I guess 
that makes me old enough to be- 
come a “has Been’, at least I am 
beginning to feel that way. I 
called the local ham club last fall 
and told them to bring a truck 
over and load up everything. I 
still have my ham license but no 
gear. Yes I miss everything but 
I had to slow down. Even gave 
up my driver’s license and that 
really hurt. 


Agn, tnx fer everything and keep 
up the good work. God bless 
yall. 


Art Peavey 


~ 1507-P, WSUZW 


Dear Waldo: 


This is the only communication I 
have had wit the Society this 
year and I was sorry to miss the 
Round Up as I did not have the 
date etc. 


I received a nice letter from Ben 
Russell N6SL in reply to a note I 
sent saying what a good sugges- 
tion he had made in June 2001 
WWB regarding calling frequen- 
cies. I wonder how this idea has 
worked out. I use 21 MHz as 
my regular schedule frequency 
for keeping in touch with a 


friend in Aubum, CA and an- 
other in North Bend, OR. This 
is In my opinion the best QRG at 
around 1600 UTC when I have 
finished my chores for the day 
and my friends are up and about. 
I call and listen on 21055 KHz 
from time to time but have not as 
yet managed to make contact 
with any other Society members. 


More recently due to poor sum- 
mertime higher frequency condi- 
tions I try listening and hoping 
to make contact via 7052 KHz. 
The Eastern States stations come 
in well when QRN is not a prob- 
lem and I hear quite a lot of W/K 
hams in QSO but not as yet any 
Society members. 


I believe that this calling fre- 
quency idea of Ben’s could be a 
means of stirring up interest with 
members in countries outside of 
North America and maybe a 
platform for new recruits. 


I send my best wishes. 


W.G. “Bill” Rennison 
4534-M, G3BOK 


Hi Waldo: 


I logged onto the SOWP website 
for the first time a few moments 
ago, and the beautiful CW greet- 
ing brought a lump to my throat. 
Then the message at 18 wpm 
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much further down was "music." 
I wish I could have sounded 
10% as good when I got my first 
ham ticket as W6SCO in 1939. 
Don't you dare apologize for be- 
ing the webmaster of that site! 
It's great. A good number of 
sites I know could take lessons 
from you. 


Several years back, you pub- 
lished a couple of my articles 
about the FCC Radio Intelli- 
gence Division whereby we used 
fixed CW to contact our roving 
mobile Hudsons and Plymouths 
doing spectrum surveillance dur- 
ing WWII. As I recall, I entitled 
it "Four-Wheel CW," or some- 
thing similar. 


I'm wniting in support of keeping 
SOWP going. I'm the archivist 
for SOAP, Bill Breniman's 
"other" pioneer group that he fa- 
thered. About four years ago, 
our org floundered. The Execu- 
tive Secretary became unable to 
carry on, but she didn't tell any- 
one, just left the state for parts 
unknown. It took four of us de- 
termined (all mght, stubborn) 
members and one great guy who 
volunteered to take over as 
"tempo" Exec Secy. We had to 
nearly start from scratch, since 
the departing left little info, in- 
cluding the fact that we had a 
sizable bank account.  Fortu- 
nately, as an officer (more or 


44°: 


less), I had a key to the PO Box 
and J found the funds via a bank 
statement to get started. But of 
course, it still took "people" 
many days, weeks, months of 
work. 


Paul McAfee, retired from FAA 
many years ago, took on the 
huge task of reinstituting the op- 
eration, with the help of a few of 
us old-time members. He has 
just published his second 
"annual," a beautiful job, and is 
retiring (at 80), but not before 
turning the reins over to a 
younger guy (mid-sixties) to 
Carry on. 


SOAP did what some members 
of SOWP are proposing, expand 
the base of membership. We 
used to require 20 years svc in 
FAA/CAA for membership. 
Now, we are open for anyone 
interested in Aviation Industry 
or History. We have picked up 
new members and our annual or- 
gan, The Airway Pioneer is the 
one thing we do that keeps sev- 
eral hundred of us in touch with 
each other, since it includes not 
only stories, but activity letters, a 
complete alphabetical listing of 
members, and the inevitable 
"Last Flight" (SK) list. 


I'm responsible for the I Remem- 
ber section of the annual, con- 
sisting of pics, stories and docu- 
ments of historic and/or humor- 
ous first person value. It's a ball, 
albeit a lot of work. This year 
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the annual is a little larger than 
the 200 pages of last year's. 


I never went to sea, but I've been 
a ham since 1939, and still ac- 
tive, although mostly on 2M 
phone for emergency prep. Yet 
every so often, the "itch" appears 
and I tune up to 40 or 20 and 
have a few CW QSO's to remind 
myself of my roots. 


In any event, I wish SOWP well, 
and I vote for opening the door a 
little wider in the hope of new 
blood that will keep our CW 
memories and spirits alive. 


VVGIS, 


John P. Kemper 
4190-V, W6JN 


GLOBE WIRELESS RE- 
LEASES COMPUTER 
BASED VIDEO TRAIN- 
ING SYSTEM FOR 
SHIPBOARD USERS 


Globe Wireless, developers of 
email and data communications 
systems for the maritime indus- 
try, announced the release of a 
new computer-based video train- 
ing system for the shipboard 
user. 


The videos have been released in 
multiple languages and are cap- 
tioned, so users without sound 
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cards or speakers can still watch 
and learn from the videos. 


Capt. Pradeep Chawla of Anglo 
Eastern Ship Management was 
involved in the project. He com- 
mented, "Training in the correct 
use of any equipment is a critical 
part of implementation. We are 
extremely pleased that Globe 
Wireless has paid attention to 
this important aspect of provid- 
ing good overall service. The 
training CD is well made and 
user-friendly." 


Mr. Shane Rossbacher, Director 
of Marketing for Globe Wireless 
stated: "Globe Wireless is fo- 
cused on reducing communica- 
tions costs for our customers, 
while making the experience of 
the shipboard user positive. If a 
user is not familiar with the sys- 
tem, he tends to use what is fa- 
miliar, and more expensive -- In- 
marsat-C, other forms of telex 
and voice." 


ss ple. 
(from Sept.Oct. 1994 WWB) 


MANKIND EXTINCTION 
IMMINENT 


by Carleton Smertz* 
Technical Editor 


The Radio Amateur Code as 
written by the American Radio 
Relay League, says that an Ama- 
teur "should be balanced". In or- 
der not to be called unbalanced, I 
have also taken up 

Astronomy. I go out and look at 
the stars quite often. 


The other evening, after those 
pieces of a comet hit Jupiter, 1 
was. standing. out in the middle 
of the street making observa- 
tions. Jupiter seemed to be wob- 
bling. and perhaps taking on a 
néw orbit closer to the Sun. I did 


not have time to compute its tra- _ 


jectory because rude motorists 
were honking | and a policeman 
gently suggested I should just go 
sit on afte porch 


Obyiousty. if te giant invades 
our neighborhood where. we 
have been getting along quite 
well with Mars, Venus and 
what's that little sucker .. Mer- 
cury, the neighborhood will go 
to Hell, 


No bigger at its core than Earth, 
this blob is a million times big- 
ger and its gravitational pull is 


so strong that if it passed by, — 


your hair would stand on end, 
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and would take off and cohabit 
with this ugly interloper with its 
big red spot. 


From estimates of the billions of 
megatons of TNT that put Jupi- 
ter on this aberrant. course, it is 
quite evident that our puny nu- 
clear bombs could not divert its 
threatening ee 


But fee is . hope. We Astrono- 
mers call Jupiter a GIANT GAS 
BAG. : | 


"FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE!" I 
say. Our politicians and. talk- 
show people should be able to 


cope with this gaseous. intruder. 


We must start immediately « on a 
crash program to convert a space 
shuttle into a Holiday Inn. to 
send these people out to blow 
aay this beast. eee ee 


Timely updates on 1 the position 
of Jupiter will be published for 
paid-up members of SOWP. 
Otherwise, you may never know 
what elevated your : 


* AKA Charles: Pp. Ga 
4058-P, W8PQQ] Fennville, MI. 


RK 


We thank Dr. Smertz tee yet an- 
other example of his stellar and 
sometimes vacuous wisdom. He 
says he needs help from his 
readers to increase the value of 
his think-tank. Send up a flare! - 
Editor. 
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With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


ATKINSON, Stanley W. 5318- 
TA, W1AFO, Cranston, RI. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, January 2003. 


BAKER, Charles P. 4416-V, 
Worl Bellmore, NY.” 31 
March 2002, no details. Re- 
ported by Carroll Hamlet 5535- 
TA, W2QBR and in OST, July 
2002. 


BASHAM, Calvin R. 3882-V, 
W8NR, Charleston, WV. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2002. 


CARR, George Leslie 5020-V, 
VE3NVG, Nepean, Ont. Canada. 
29 July 2002, no details. Radio 
Officer in Canadian Merchant 
Service during World War II. In 
1948 he went ashore for the 
Dept. of Transport (West Coast 
marine Service) at Estevan Ra- 
dio, Point Grey (Vancouver) Ra- 
dio, Quesnel Aeradio and the 
weathership cgs St. Catherines 
sitting 1,000 miles west of Van- 
couver Island at ocean station 
Papa. On retirement he ran 


Ske 


away to sea at age 60 to serve as 
Radio Officer on various deep 
sea trading vessels. Reported by 
his wife Muriel. 


COLLIER, James S. 5456-TA, 
K2QB, Williamsville, NY. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OCWA Journal, Summer 2002. 


CRUSE, Luther T., Jr. 1199-V, 
W4TDT, Alexandna, VA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, October 2002. 


FISHBACK, William H. H. 
3899-P, WI1IKU, Harwich, MA. 
17 May 2002, no details, age 87. 
Shift engineer for RCA Radio 
Marine in Marion from 1937 to 
1939. Radioman in Naval Re- 
serve from 1936 to 1940. 
Drafted in 1941 into the Army 
Signal Corps, Fort Know, KY. 
Worked as a radio operator and 
transmitter technician for RCA 
Global Communications Station 
WCC from 1946 to 1982. Re- 
ported by his daughter Susie 
Fishback. 


GAVIN, Gerald R., 4527-V, 


NU3D, Glen Burnie, MD. No | 


date or details. 
OST, July 2002. 


Reported in 


GUILLOT, Gus J. 0779-P, 
WSHHB, Nederland, TX. No 
date or details. Reported in 
QOCWA Journal, Fall 2002. 
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HAWLEY, Donald T. 1701-P, 
W4ZU, Orlando, FL. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, No- 
vember 2002. 


HEKKING, Donald A. 1742-P, 
W8OZT, Bradenton, FL. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OCWA Journal, Fall 2002. 


HIGGINS, Joseph F. 1119-P, 
N7BHZ, Las Vegas, NV. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OCWA Journal, Fall 2002. 


IWERKS, Merton R. 5608-TA, 
W4IUI, Forest City, NC. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, November 2002. 


JOHNSON, Kenton A. 2308-P, 
WO6NKE, Simi Valley, CA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OCWA Journal, Fall 2002. 


KUDIAN, Henry 0341-V, 
W4OSP, Coral Springs, FL. 21 
January 2002, no details, age 86. 
First sailed as Radio Officer in 
1942 aboard the SS _ Pillory 
NPDV. Was operator at WSF. 
Reported by his wife Maria. 


LAXTON, Robert P. 5582-V, 
W7ALR, Prescott Valley, AZ. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2002. 
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MC GRAW, Robert V. 2356-V, 
W2LYH, Riverhead, NY. 10 
May 2002. No details. First sta- 
tion was the RCA receiving sta- 
tion at Rivershead, LI. Joined U. 
S. Navy in 1943 and rose to Ra- 
dioman 1* Class, Transmitting 
Tech. Coast station operator at 
WSL from 1979 to 1984. Re- 
ported by Earl Korf 0613-SGP, 
K2IC and in OST, August 2002. 


MOORE, Truman O. 2831-P, 
W7FCQ, Scottsdale, AZ. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2002. 


NEVEL, Charles R. 2533-P, 
W3KSQ, Pocono Summit, PA. 
No date. Presumed to be heart. 
Reported by Ben Russell 1853- 
V, N6SL. 


NEWTON, Revel D., Jr. 3422- 
V, WB4FEM, Glendale, AZ. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, October 2002. 


OSTERGREN, James E. 4982- 
V, W7MNE, Litchfield Park, 
AZ. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, November 2002. 


PARKER, Charles N. 4311-V, 
WO6TQB, Barstow, CA. No date 
or details. Reported in OQCWA 
Journal, Fall 2002. 


S14. 


PURCELL, Stewart W. 3373-P, 
W6ENA, Inverness, CA. 07 Oc- 
tober 2002 due to fall. First ship 


1933 9 Ue Oe oles noes 
(Sacramento) WUBA, 1934 
USNR, USS Phillip NEDG, 


1945 E G Rose KUMR, 1945 SS 
Golden Racer, ANLG. Reported 
by Robert L. Shrader 0157-SGP, 
W6BNB and on SOWP West 
Coast CW Net Bulletin 10 Octo- 
ber 2002. 


REED, Slaughter B. 5168-P, 
W4DXB, Birmingham, AL. 07 
November 2001, no details, age 
93 years. U.S. Navy 1920. Ra- 
dioman aboard USS Borie and 
USS Case. From 1947 to 1952 
worked at WGNH, WOLD, 
WHTB, WTNB, WKAX, 
WKLF, WTBC, and WBLO. 


- Reported by Waldo T. Boyd 


2958-P, K6DZY and in Spark 
Gap Times, October 2002. 


ROEGNER, Kenneth A., Jr. 
2887-V, W7OIN, Vancouver, 
WA. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, November 2002. 


SKOUGH, Evert B. 4628-V, 
N7HID, Kingman, AZ. 13 Janu- 
ary 2002, no details, age 80 
years. Reported in Spark Gap 
Times, October 2002. 


SOLOMON, Aaron D. 1589-V, 
VE10C, Dartmouth, NS Canada. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2002. 
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SPENCER, Charles "Charley" 
E. ("sine" was SP) 4058-P, 
W8PQO, Fennville, MI. 19 July 
2002 after a long bout with 
throat cancer, age 83 years. All 
his professional assignments 
were with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
beginning aboard USCGC Pon- 
chartrain in 1939. He became a 
Chief Radioman in 1942, serving 
earlier at the Cape May, NJ Air 
Station/NOV and at its MEFE/ 
Direction Finding station NKC 
in 1941. After tours at Five 
Fathom Bank Lightship NNBL 
and the Cape Henlopen MF/DF 
station, NSD in 1941-42, Char- 
ley was Chief at Atlantic City 
CG Radio and Philadelphia Ra- 
dio/ NMK in 1942, then back to 
Cape May as Chief in1943-44 
He was Chief aboard USCGC 
Iroquois/NRUI in 1946-47 and 
Chief on USCGC Klamath/ 
NRUK in 1947-48. Editor of 
Inland Sparks from 1988 to 
1996. Reported by Ted Phelps 
0991-P, W8TP and in Spark Gap 
Times, October 2002. (He be- 
came the "Technical Editor" of 
the Beacon and he is being re- 
membered by reprinting one of 
his pieces elsewhere in this is- 
sue.) 


TREGEAGLE, V. Quenton 
3211-V, KO7H, Salt Lake City, 
UT. No date or details. Re- 
ported in OST, December 2002. 
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WALKER, Walker A. 5135-V, 
W4BW, Rochester, NY. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, De- 
cember 2002. 


WILLIAMSON, John F. 5320- 
TA,W3GC, Narbeth, PA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, July 2002. 


WINCEY, Christopher R. 3725- 
V, NIBKR, Morris, PA. 2 Feb- 
ruary 2002 of Cancer. Formerly 
R/O aboard the SS America/ 
WEDI, SS United States/KJEH 
and coast station WSC. Re- 
ported on Transcon Net 4 April 
2002. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP 
Exec. Secretary Waldo T. Boyd., 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 
95441-0086. If available, in- 
clude date, age of deceased and 
cause of passing. 


Ati 
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A NEW CHUM MEETS 
THE BOYS 


by Brian Webb 
SOWP 4119-M, ZL2ARJ ex 
ZLB 


The comradeship of radio opera- 
tors at sea or on land is a valu- 
able thing. My first 'doggo' on 
station brought me into the shift 
with three others for the 1 a.m. - 
7 a.m. stint. Towards 2 a.m. the 
conventional cuppa was brewed 
up by the shift supervisor and at 
3 a.m. I became aware of a very 
pleasant ‘hot dinner’ wafting 


through the area. (If this is what 
this shift does to you, wow...). 
Moments later I was presented 
with a plate with a pork chop, a 
couple of potatoes and some 
greens and gravy and told to ‘get 
on with it'. What a surprise. Af- 
ter enjoying that lot at such an 
unusual hour I became ac- 
quainted with the procedure that 
this particular workmate under- 
took when he was on this shift. 
"When I'm on, you bring a cou- 
ple of spuds or some meat, and 
I'll attend to the rest" which he 
did successfully for some years 
before transferring to another lo- 


cality. 


The hardest part was convincing 
my good lady for a short while 
of this particular event, for she 
always thought a hearty break- 
fast when I came off shift would 
be well received. It was of 
course and we adjusted to this 
sort of thing as time went by... 
no brekkies if Frank was on with 
me on that shift. Happy days! 
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